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                   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

I don’t have much to write about but here goes anyway.

I hope you all had a safe and joyful Christmas and new year.  I had 

a quiet one. 

On 30th November, we held our annual Vietnam Memorial day, 

which went down very well, with more than the normal number of 

people attending.

The fly past, as usual, was spot on time, carried out by two twin 

engine planes.  What kind, I don’t know, but Trevor does.  (They 

were Beechcraft KingAir – Executive aircraft used by the RAAF 

to transport VIP’s.)

For those that don’t know, our dear friend Kacey Wuelfert had a 

little boy (Henry) in December and both are doing very well. 

(Daniel did manage to get home for the birth!)

On 15th January he was christened and several pictures of his 

family were pasted on Facebook.

The office opens again on Tuesday the 31st January, the day after 

our first meeting for 2017.

Many regards,

Ian Smith

  

FREAK OF NAVIGATION

The passenger steamer, SS Warrimoo was quietly knifing its way 

through the waters of the mid-Pacific on its way from Vancouver 

to Australia.

 

The navigator had just finished working out a star fix and brought 

the master, Captain John Phillips, the result.  The Warrimoo’s 

position was Lat 0s 31’N and Long 179s 30’ W.  The date was 

31st December 1899.

 

“Know what this means?” First Mate Payton broke in, “We’re only 

a few miles from the intersection of the Equator and the 

International Date Line”.

 

Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full 

advantage of the opportunity for achieving the 

navigational freak of a lifetime.

 

He called his navigator to the bridge to check and double 

check the ships position.  He changed course slightly so 

as to bear directly on his mark.  Then he adjusted the 

engine speed.

 The calm weather and clear night worked in his favour.  

At midnight the SS Warrimoo lay on the equator at 

exactly the point where it crossed The International Date 

Line!

 

The consequences of this bizarre position were many.  

The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the southern 

hemisphere and the middle of summer.  The rear (stern) 

of the ship was in the northern hemisphere and in the 

middle of  winter.  The date in the aft part of the ship was 

31 December 1899,  forward part, it was 1 January 1900.

 

The ship was therefore not only in two different days, two 

different months, two different seasons and two different 

years, but in two different centuries – all at the same time!

This was a situation which is almost impossible to 

achieve under any circumstances, even with careful 

planning due to the vagarities of wind, sea and weather.  



 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!


